Improving Adherence to Heart Failure Guidelines
The Problem: The Get with the Guidelines-Heart Failure studies
recently reported that adherence to treatment guidelines for heart failure
management is sub-optimal throughout the U.S. and this failure of
management results in increased morbidity and mortality in these patients.
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Aim/Goal: To improve adherence to heart failure treatment guidelines
Demers, C. et al. JAMA 2005;294:1794-1798.

The Team:; Lisa Battaglia, MD; Amy Goldman; Andrea Renken;
Naama Neeman, MSc; Mark D. Aronson, MD; James D. Chang, M.D.

Bardy G et al. N Engl J Med 2005;352:225-237

Packer, M. et al. Circulation 2002;106:2194-2199

Copyright restrictions may apply.

Am Heart J. 2008 Jul;156(1):57-64.
Chronic atrial fibrillation: Incidence, prevalence, and prediction of stroke using the
Congestive heart failure, Hypertension, Age >75, Diabetes mellitus, and prior
Stroke or transient ischemic attack (CHADS2) risk stratification scheme.
Rietbrock S, Heeley E, Plumb J, van Staa T.

Copyright ©2002 American Heart Association

Kaplan-Meier Estimates of the Probability of Survival Free of Heart Failure

Kaplan-Meier Analysis of the Probability of Survival among Patients in the Placebo Group and
Patients in the Spironolactone Group

The Interventions:

• Develop a Heart Failure Sheet in webOMR which outlines the
patient’s heart failure profile including: etiology of heart failure, comorbidities, medications, procedures, and providers
• Develop a set of “Heart Failure Vital Signs” and “Heart Failure
Parameters” that can be tracked over time and are recorded on the
heart failure sheet
• Delineate criteria that will trigger an “alert” to physicians on the heart
failure sheet if their patient’s treatment does not comply with
recommended heart failure guidelines.
• Distribute” report cards” to providers with their individual statistics in
an effort to promote adherence to guidelines
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Progress To Date:
•
•
•

•

Development of specifications describing webOMR functionality
Heart failure sheet implemented into OMR test environment
Select group of physicians reviewed sheet and added input
Database building initiated

Next Steps:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Complete system testing and move the HF tab to webOMR live
Announce to all users
Track individual physician performance
Give providers feedback on their patient care
Link the tab to in-patient orders and discharge instructions
Gather pre- and post-implementation data to assess whether the
tab improves adherence to guidelines.
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